VILLAGE OF WALDEN:
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

In the matter of the applicaticn of:
FINDINGS OF FACT
HERBERT GARCIA AND DECISION

for a use varlance to keep and raise

livestock in a single family zoning TAX MAP NO.
district where such uses are not 310-4-7.1
permitted. : '
____________________________________ X

The property which is the subject of this application is
located at 6 Edmunds Lane, Walden, New York and is &esignated on
the Village Tax Map as Section 310, Block 4, Lot 7.1, It is
located in an R-4 {Single Family) Zoning District.

A public hearing on the application was scheduled for April
1, 2010 at the Village Offices, One Municipal Square, Walden,
New York. Notice of said public hearing, including the subject,
date, place and time, was duly published and mailed. Proper
affidavits of publication and mailing have been received from
the applicant.

The public hearing was held on April 1, 2010. The
applicant, Herbert Garcia, appeared in person. The testimony at
the Public Hearing established that the property in question is
approximately 1.74 acres in size. On August 8, 2008, the
applicant transferred title to the property to his daughter,
Tammy Garcia, as Trustee of the Herbert Garcia Irrevocable
Trust. In November, 2009, the applicant acquired a lamb,
essentially to prevent it from being slaughtered for food, and
‘has kept in on the property. In December, 2009, the applicant
acquired a second lamb, for essentially the same reasons as the
first, and has kept it on the property. The applicant maintains
‘that the lambs are treated as domestic pets and are not being
kept as livestock. When the applicant went to acquire a
building permit so as to erect a fence in the rear yard to keep
the lambs, the Building Inspector informed him that lambs are
considered livestock and not domestic pets and that he must
remove them from the property. This appeal ensued.

Upon questiocning, the applicant stated that he was unaware
of the requirements for a use variance. When the requirements
were explained to him, he conceded that he could not satisfy
several of those requirements. The applicant’s daughter stated
that she had consulted with Cornell Cooperative Extension and
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