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Village of Walden 
Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 

October 20, 2015 
 

Mayor Rumbold called the regular meeting of the Village of Walden Board of Trustees to 
order at 6:30pm. 
 
On roll call the following were: 
Present:     

Mayor   Sue Rumbold  
Deputy Mayor  Sean Hoffman  
Trustees  Brenda Adams 

Edmond Leonard  
Gerald Mishk, Jr.  
John Ramos 
Brian Sebring  

         
Absent:          
 

  
Also Present:             John Revella, Village Manager 

       Tara Bliss, Village Clerk 
              Dave Donovan, Village Attorney 
 
Mayor Rumbold wished a very happy birthday today to Village Manager John Revella on 
behalf of the entire Board. 
 
Hearing – 14 Riverview Street  
Dean Stickles, Building Inspector, stated that the condition of the property hasn’t changed 
much since the original violation letter.  He passed around photos that were taken today to 
the Board members.  Most of the front has been picked up but the rear has items that need 
to be picked up and removed or put away.  There is a shed and playground equipment, the 
tub, the pool, ultimately he still has a lot of cleaning to do. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman asked if the pool is filled. 
 
Dean replied yes, the water is green but it is filled. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if the dates were correct on the notice copy she has. 
 
Dean replied that he received a complaint on August 10, 2015 and he visited the property 
on September 11th and took photos. September 28th he sent letters to the owner certified 
and regular mail. After the October 6th hearing a notice was prepared and sent on October 
13th and posted on the door on the 14th of October. 
 
Trustee Mishk asked if there was a motor repair business there. 
 
Dean replied that he cannot say yes or no.  There are two cars there now. 
 
Trustee Mishk stated that he also sees they are next to a pile of tires. 
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Dean replied that he doesn’t know if the tires are there at this present time. 
 
Trustee Sebring asked if all of the violations have been corrected out of the 17. 
 
Dean replied no. 
 
Glen Ramcharitar, owner 14 Riverview Street, stated that the tenant did a lot of cleaning 
over the weekend.  The garbage has to be put out at the end of the month as there is no 
other way to get rid of it.  He is unaware of what the unsanitary condition was?   
 
Dean replied the pool. 
 
Glen stated that the tenant was supposed to take it down but didn’t have any place to take 
it so he told him that before bulk pick up that it has to be removed and he promised him 
that they would go out.  As for the cars, he is repairing the cars, which are his, but he has 
back issues.  He doesn’t work, his wife works.  He’s told him to move it.  He’s bearing with 
him only because he knows that he needs the cars to get his wife to work and kids to 
school. 
 
Mayor Rumbold confirmed that he lives across the street from this property. 
 
Glen replied yes. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked how long he has owned the property. 
 
Glen replied about 6-7 years. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman asked about the violations pertaining to the cars, are the registered 
cars. 
 
Glen replied yes he believes so. He didn’t get any itemized violation notice listing 17 
violations.   
 
Dean stated it was sent certified. 
 
Glen stated that he works in Brooklyn and his wife is in Rockland and neither of them gets 
home until pretty late.  .   
 
Dean gave him a copy of the itemized violations to review. 
 
Glen commented that his grill is functioning, it’s not a junk item. 
 
Trustee Mishk commented that the one car, the white one, has a plate on it but the van 
does not. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if he had any issues with the listed violations he just read. 
 
Glen replied no, it all has to be removed.  Issue is not with just the Board is with him too.  It 
looks 100% better than it did before.  He says he can’t put the items in the front until bulk 
pick up is coming.  What is garbage for one person is not garbage to others. 
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Mayor Rumbold stated that he is the one responsible for the way he keeps his property.  
That is her issue with this case.  She asked if he had a lease agreement. 
 
Glen stated that he doesn’t have a current one but we are trying to get one. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if he vets out his tenants. 
 
Glen replied that originally we did and the references came back good and on time. 
 
Mayor Rumbold stated that she knows he lives across the street and is not home often, but 
she asked if he was appalled with the conditions of this property. 
 
Glen replied yes definitely, but he said he is going to put it all out for bulk pick up this 
weekend. 
 
Mayor Rumbold clarified that we have it twice a year, he must have missed the one in the 
spring. 
 
Trustee Mishk asked if there was more than one tenant in the building. 
 
Glen replied yes but there is just one tenant that has the most of the stuff out there. 
 
Trustee Mishk stated that we had residents at the last meeting stating that the garbage 
was so foul they couldn’t even be in their yards and it was affecting their quality of life. 
 
Manager Revella added that the complaints were that people were going to the bathroom 
out the windows, foul language; that was what was said. 
 
Glen stated that was the last tenant, he hasn’t heard that. 
 
Trustee Mishk mentioned that there are some items that can’t be put out for bulk like the 
tires and the metal.  
 
Trustee Leonard gave a copy of the October 6, 2015 minutes which had residents in 
attendance and what their complaints were.  He also gave a copy of the Village calendar 
which lists the items that can and can’t be put out. 
 
Glen replied yes we know that. 
 
Trustee Sebring asked if he checks on properties at all. 
 
Glen replied not unless he has a complaint. 
 
Attorney Donovan stated that if the Board would like to, you can adopt a resolution that 
says it has to be picked up by Monday morning or the Village will come in and take care of 
the clean up and charge back the property owner. 
 
Trustee Adams added that would include the vehicles. 
 
Glen stated he can’t tell a tenant to remove a vehicle. 
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Trustee Adams replied that it is included in the violation notice.   
 
Manager Revella asked if it is in junk condition. 
 
Dean stated that it could be. 
 
Attorney Donovan stated that if prior to Monday they are properly registered and inspected 
that does fulfill the violation. 
 
Trustee Ramos asked what the intentions with the water in the pool were; what will he do 
with that as it will go into a neighbor’s yard. 
 
Glen replied that was one of the issues. He’s’ going to have to figure that out. 
 
Trustee Ramos asked about the green Volks Wagon which is on jacks; are their kids on 
that property. 
 
Glen replied yes. 
 
Trustee Ramos commented that would be an extreme hazard up on the jacks. 
 
Attorney Donovan stated that if it is not inspected and registered it has to be removed from 
the property. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman wants to be clear on the motion as the violation also includes 
issues with the home itself that have to be repaired looking for clarification. 
 
Attorney Donovan replied that if you look in the packet you have a list of violations.  He is 
suggesting the motion include violation 1 through 12 and violation 16 be removed by 
Monday, October 26, 2015 by 3pm.  He also suggests that the motion include that at the 
owners expense after the date the Village goes in to remedy the violations not taken care 
of. 
 
Trustee Ramos made a motion to give the owner of 14 Riverview Street until Monday, 
October 26, 2015 by 3pm to remedy violations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 16 on 
the property and if not remedied by such time to authorize the Building Department to 
remedy each violation and charge any fees associated with them to the property owner.  
Seconded by Trustee Adams.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Trustee Mishk asked Dean if he has had issues with accessing this property to view the 
property. 
 
Dean replied he would ask that we do an inspection on Monday to make sure it is 
complied. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if that was a problem for Mr. Ramcharitar. 
 
Glen replied no that’s fine. 
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Dean suggested that the Board consider giving until November 17th for violations 13, 14, 
15, and 17 to be remedied. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman made a motion to give the owner of 14 Riverview Street until 
Monday, November 17, 2015 by 3pm to remedy violations 13, 14, 15 and 17 on the 
property and if not remedied by such time to authorize the Building Department to remedy 
each violation and charge any fees associated with them to the property owner.  Seconded 
by Trustee Sebring.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if Mr. Ramcharitar was aware that according to the landlord registry 
Dean should be able to have access to inspect the property. 
 
Glen replied that is new, he didn’t know about it. 
 
Dean said he talked to him yesterday and they are going to set that up after he turns in the 
form. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked Mr. Ramcharitar if he understands everything we decided tonight.   
 
Glen replied yes he will walk over there right now and take care of these violations.  He 
can’t do it himself and if he doesn’t he will charge him whatever the Village charges him.  
He will try his best to get the removal taken care of.   
 
Mayor Rumbold commented that is why it’s good to have a lease.  Gives you leverage to 
get them to do what you request them to do. 
 
Glen said he understood. 
 
Mayor Rumbold commented that if they can’t take care of your property and are affecting 
the neighborhood it’s just a suggestion to maybe help you in the long run.  Happy the 
property will get cleaned up and hopes it stays that way. 
 
Glen replied me too. 
 
Mayor Rumbold stated that he is the one to control that, it’s his property. 
 
Glen added that the eviction process including legal fees is difficult. 
 
Mayor Rumbold replied that she understood that but until then you have to maintain your 
property according to our codes. 
 
Hearing – 19 Bank Street  
Manager Revella read a letter received today from the owner Cynthia Boakye requesting 
for postponement of tonight’s hearing. 
 
Jay Buchalski, Code Enforcement Officer, stated that the condition of the property hasn’t 
changed since the original violation letter.  There are 2 separate violations on this property.  
One is the collapsing roof and the other is the debris around the property. 
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Mayor Rumbold stated for the record that the owner is not in attendance tonight.  She 
asked if the roof was considered a hazard. 
 
Manager Revella replied yes.   
 
Trustee Adams made a motion to give the property owner of 19 Bank Street until Monday, 
October 26, 2015 by 3pm to clean up the debris on the property and if not taken care of by 
such date and time to authorize the Building Department to remove the debris and charge 
any fees associated with removal to the property owner.  Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  
All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if Dean has looked at the roof and determined if it can be repaired. 
 
Jay replied that his understanding is that the owner came into the office today and spoke 
to Dean who told her she has to come for a permit and she agreed but where that leads he 
doesn’t know.  The trash issue the guys already went in to clean up everything once which 
exposed all the trash laying on the property.  In his opinion, the roof has to be repaired. 
 
Trustee Mishk asked if he noticed if there were windows in the building today.  In the 
photos they look like they are missing or are open. 
 
Jay replied he doesn’t recall. 
 
Trustee Adams suggested we give until November 17th to repair the roof and if not a 
contractor will do it at owners expense. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked Dean if the roof can be repaired or if it should be demolished. 
 
Dean replied that he told her today she needed a permit with drawings and insurance.   
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if the roof is deemed a hazard. 
 
Dean replied that he hasn’t looked at the porch but if you want something in writing on the 
condition of the roof he can do that. 
 
Mayor Rumbold stated that if it is deemed a hazard and we don’t have a meeting until 
November 17th then we are into December. 
 
Dean replied that the repair can be done in the winter weather, it would not hinder that 
repair.  Clean up might be hindered but not the repair itself. 
 
Trustee Leonard stated that a wet heavy snow may collapse the whole thing. 
 
Dean replied that he would agree. 
 
Attorney Donovan stated that if Dean does that and deems it a hazard we can take action 
on that at an emergency meeting. 
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Trustee Adams made a motion to table the hearing for the porch roof violation at 19 Bank 
Street pending a report from the Building Inspector.  Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Hearing – 47 Valley Avenue 
Jay Buchalski, Code Enforcement Officer, stated that the condition of the property hasn’t 
changed since the original violation letter.   
 
Manager Revella stated for the record that the property owner nor a representative was 
present at the meeting. 
 
Trustee Ramos made a motion to give the property owner of 47 Valley Avenue until 
Monday, October 26, 2015 by 3pm to clean up the debris on the property and if not taken 
care of by such date and time to authorize the Building Department to remove the debris 
and charge any fees associated with removal to the property owner.  Seconded by Trustee 
Leonard.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Village Manager’s Report – 

 The departments are working together to address any vehicle issues while we are in 
flux with that department. 

 Attended an Orange County Transportation Council meeting today.  We are looking 
for projects for transportation improvement money which eliminates transmission.  
Got an update on our project on Ulster Avenue which is on schedule and discussed 
some projects in Newburgh. 

 Had a meeting with Deputy Mayor Hoffman, VRI representative, Attorney Donovan, 
the Working Leader, and Village Engineer reviewing the current DEC 
correspondence that has been going back and forth.  Continuing to do capital 
project to our sewer system. 

 Met with Norfolk Southern representatives twice regarding our pedestrian bridge 
and how we can make that happen.  They gave a few options and either one will 
work for us.  Most contributions will be in kind for the project. 

 Went to Port Jervis with Chief Holmes for a Human Resources presentation for 
Police Departments and has a program that requires all to sign off on policies. 

 Had a Department of Labor inspection PESH (similar to OSHA).  They did a tour of 
facilities and discussed plans for the future. 

 Had a mural committee meeting and discussed ideas and hopefully will have 
something ready for next meeting. 

 The Rehab Loan committee met for review and likely will have an update for the 
next meeting. 

 Was at a Deposition for almost a full day for a current litigation case. 

 Department meeting went well but wants to note the haunted house is open this 
weekend at Olley Park and the Halloween Costume Contest as well.   

 Electric is in at Veterans Park and ready for use. 
 
Trustee Adams asked about the acronym TIP in John’s report on Page 2, she is not 
familiar with it. 
 
Manager Revella replied it stands for Transportation Improvement Plan, it’s from the state. 
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Trustee Adams asked about Dean’s report where he asked about 154 West Main Street 
recovery of insurance. 
 
Manager Revella stated that he will have to discuss that in executive session, can’t speak 
about it in public meeting. 
 
Trustee Sebring asked if they had an idea when the sweeper is coming. 
 
Manager Revella replied that he talked to him on Thursday and he said 3 weeks.   
 
Mayor Rumbold asked about the scaffolding on Main Street.  There is not a flurry of activity 
going on there just FYI. 
 
Dean replied that the scaffolding on Main Street is supposed to be up for 3 weeks and the 
rest will be done by a lift. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman asked about the TEP grant and if we have deadlines; are we in line 
with those. 
 
Manager Revella replied yes the railroad has been great and are willing to work on other 
items which he went to them and showed them the 2 crossings in the Village which they 
were not previously aware of. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman asked where are with the Pedestrian Bridge. 
 
Manager Revella replied that we would have to solicit engineers for the design, not allowed 
to do it in house. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked about Hepper Street paving. 
 
Manager Revella replied we got 2 bids to get it done and one of them will be starting this 
week. 
 
Mayor Rumbold commented that they have repaired it multiple times, are we confident it’s 
going to be fixed now. 
 
Manager Revella replied that we put curb drains on both sides not sure what else they can 
do there. 
 
Mayor Rumbold reminded the Trustees that we are doing our pseudo budget session if 
you need anything can you let Peter know so he can get it ready.  She spoke to Brian 
Maher at Senator Larkin’s office about the fact that we are not allowed to lower the speed 
limits around parks and Larkin has a meeting next week that we need a letter from our 
attorney outlining our concerns there. 
 
Trustee Sebring stated he talked to Fred today and Hepper Street came up and he still 
thinks there is problems there especially on the west side of the road.  It was buckling in 
the middle.  He asked if they dug down to take out the bad spot and he thinks since the 
area has been a problem for a while he feels it should be dug down and put some item 4 
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down first before we pave it.  That street gets heavier trucks on it and if it’s not done now it 
will happen again in the future.  Even if they don’t agree with him.   
 
Manager Revella replied that they dug down before and it happened again, but the east 
side is good.   
 
Trustee Sebring reiterated that he would like to see that dug down and item 4 put down 
first before paving.  He asked if John Queenan looked at it. 
 
Manager Revella replied yes. 
 
Approval of the September 15, 2015 Minutes 
Trustee Adams made a motion to approve the September 15, 2015 minutes.  Seconded by 
Trustee Ramos.  All ayes.  Minutes approved. 
 
Approval of the October 6, 2015 Minutes 
Trustee Adams made a motion to approve the October 6, 2015 minutes.  Seconded by 
Trustee Mishk.  All ayes.  Minutes approved. 
 
Trustee’s Committee Reports 
Town of Montgomery & Library Board liaison – Trustee Leonard  
Trustee Leonard reported that he had nothing new to report at this time. 
 
Recreation & Parks Department and Valley Central School Board Liaison – Trustee 
Ramos 
Trustee Ramos reported that he met with Mr. Bliss and he gave him good overview of the 
plans for the areas.  He feels he and his department formally need accolades as he sees it 
from the outside due to his own children who use the programs and parks and now that 
he’s directly involved his vision is beyond his comprehension.  He is doing a fantastic job.  
He met with him again before Harvest Fest to get a good look at what the prep is for that 
and it went well.  He applauded the Mayor and the Manager for their apple pie eating skills 
at Harvest Fest.  He attended the school board meeting on the 13th where they were 
talking about budgets right now and there was a 4.2% hike and the board reassured the 
audience that they were going to work on something smaller than that in the future.  He 
introduced himself and asked to see the budget book and they told him they will have more 
info at the next meeting.  Also, the Jets trip was wonderful!  Phenomenal food from 
Barnside and good company. 
 
Planning and Zoning Boards as well as the Building Department Liaison – Deputy 
Mayor Hoffman 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman reported that he met with Dean and they reviewed tonight’s 
hearings and hearing requests.  They spoke a lot about 14 Riverview Street as well as 1-5 
Orange Avenue and where they are with their application and they have remediation for 
the asbestos.   
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if there was a specific date given for 1-5 Orange Avenue to have 
the building roof repairs completed. 
  
Manager Revella replied no but we can do that. 
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DPW Liaison– Trustee Sebring  
Trustee Sebring reported he spoke with Fred who was busy repairing a water line on East 
Main Street and he said he had the crew go through the plows and sanders and they are 
getting them ready for the winter.  He is going away to the Superintendents meeting and 
gave orders to patch holes and trim branches while he is away.  John is in charge while he 
is gone. 
 
Village Offices Liaison – Trustee Adams 
Trustee Adams reported that she met with Peter on October 22nd and they discussed 
where he and Trustee Bowen left off and what she can do to be helpful to Peter. 
 
Police Department Liaison – Trustee Mishk 
Trustee Mishk reported that he met with Chief and discussed issues like 14 Riverview 
Street asking about CPS involvement and according to the blotter that yes they were 
contacted but we don’t know the outcome of that.  Discussed accreditation for the police 
department which is a good thing as it sets up a formal professional standards and 
computer issues are being addressed.  Also talked about the County wide records access 
program waiting on what the state police department will do with that.  He attended a 
Labor management meeting and they discussed a great deal of grey areas in the contract 
and some issues that still need to be addressed.  It was a long meeting and they are 
hoping for some results soon.  Chief and John are trying to address those issues as they 
come up.  He brought up the Westwood Drive and Pond Road issue, as we all received a 
letter from an attorney.  One of the issues mentioned in the letter was not reported to the 
Police so we don’t have knowledge about that.  They had some missing political signs that 
were taken down in order to cut the grass on the Boulevard and were put back up today.  
He gave a cost analysis of Harvest Fest for the police department and he has those 
numbers if anyone wanted to know.  Was almost $3,000 and one issue he saw was we 
had limited Part Time officers that could work due to the date change. 
 
Trustee Leonard commented that the draft Town Budget is available and that there is a 
budget session on November 5th.  Clerk Bliss will send the link for the budget tonight to 
everyone.   
 
The Mayor read the community events into the minutes. 
 
Manager Revella stated that there will be one additional item to tonight’s agenda, a Budget 
Modification Resolution 28-15-16. 
 
Public Comment on Business of the Board 
None. 
 
Action Items 
Hearing Request – 15 Edmunds Lane  
Jay Buchalski, Code Enforcement Officer, explained that there is a stove on the side of the 
house that has not moved and is still there as of today. 
 
Trustee Adams made a motion to set a hearing for 15 Edmunds Lane for November 17, 
2015 at 6:30pm or as soon thereafter as could be heard.  Seconded by Trustee Leonard.  
All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 



October 20, 2015 11 

Hearing Request – 18 Oak Street 
Jay Buchalski, Code Enforcement Officer, explained that there is debris all over the 
property including couches, cushions, and a table. 
 
Trustee Leonard made a motion to set a hearing for 18 Oak Street for November 17, 2015 
at 6:30pm or as soon thereafter as could be heard.  Seconded by Trustee Mishk.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Resolution 27-15-16 – Exempt Properties 
Manager Revella explained that the county requires us every year to send them this 
resolution which states the details of the properties owned by the Village that should not be 
assessed taxes.  There previously was an oversite with regard to fire district taxes for 27 
N. Montgomery Street and we added that to the list this year. 
 
Trustee Mishk made a motion to approve Resolution 27-15-16 – Exempt Properties.  
Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Christmas in the Square Request – 12/3/15 5-7pm 
Manager Revella explained that this is for the Christmas in the Square celebration which 
includes Santa’s arrival and photos with Santa.  The exact details of the event have not 
been completed but are in the process.  Chief is fine with doing the same thing as we have 
in years past with closing the square and staffing needed to do that. 
 
Trustee Ramos made a motion to approve Christmas in the Square Request – December 
3, 2015 closing the square from 5-8pm.  Seconded by Trustee Adams.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
New Year’s Even Fireworks Contract – 12/31/15 7pm 
Manager Revella explained that this is the same contract we have every year for this 
event.  Same terms and price as last year which have been budgeted for. 
 
Trustee Sebring made a motion to authorize the Village Manager to sign the New Year’s 
Eve Fireworks Contract for December 31, 2015 at 7pm.  Seconded by Trustee Ramos.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Award Bid - Sewer Alarms 
Manager Revella explained this is to put the required alarm sensors and dialers on the 
Sewer as outlined by the DEC.  We looked for pricing on all our pumps stations and we 
have budgeted for this capital project.  One of the quotes there is an unknown monthly 
service fee and we are unsure about the product.  We do have product information and 
have had good response with the 2nd bidder.    
 
Trustee Mishk asked why there is such a difference in the price. 
 
Manager Revella replied that it’s an entirely different product and not much feedback on 
the products.   Would be uniform if went with the R&R company, the 2nd bidder. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman stated this would bring consistency across the board to be the 
same as the way the water alarms are received. 
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Trustee Leonard commented this is part of the DEC compliance. 
 
Manager Revella replied yes but we were planning on doing this on our own anyway. 
 
Trustee Leonard asked if this is the price for 3. 
 
Manager Revella replied no, the price is for 10. 
 
Trustee Leaonard asked if there was an issue with not taking the lowest bid. 
 
Attorney Donovan reminded the Board of the best value contract adopted by the Board a 
few years ago so that we are covered.  We don’t have to pick the lowest bidder, you have 
legal authority to do that. 
 
Trustee Mishk asked if this contained a warrantee. If we took lowest and it didn’t work out 
can we move to the 2nd one? 
 
Manager Revella replied it is not outlined specifically with the lowest bidder but it is 
outlined with the 2nd. 
 
Trustee Sebring made a motion to award the bid for the Sewer Alarms to R & R Pump and 
control Services, LLC in the amount of $26,720.00.  Seconded by Trustee Adams.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Set Public Hearing for Greenway Grant 
Kristen O'Donnell, Principal Planner with Lanc & Tully, explained that this is a draft of the 
waterfront plan.  In 2012 the Village received a planning grant, not to do the actual work, 
and was intended to do the evaluation of the Wallkill waterfront to see if any linkages could 
be made through the greenway.  Collection along the river to create a corridor along the 
water through the New York State Hudson River Greenway Grant. This plan is in line with 
the Village Comprehensive Plan and was intended to do an evaluation and then it piggy 
backs on that effort that we recommend these improvements on Maple Street Park.  
Generally it is just a draft to get feedback from the Board and comments and concerns that 
should go in or be taken out.  Present inventory of land which is privately owned and is 
steep and not deemed for public access.  Some other land there as well that is owned by 
NYSEG and other land that the Village could think about converting but would need 
coordination with that agency.  It was considered to move forward that way from as far 
back as the 1970s in review of the Village minutes.  This is the first step, to do a plan to try 
to get funding to do something down there.  State grants go through the Consolidated 
Funding Application process like the one we did this summer for the community center.   
This is the first step and now making recommendations specific to Maple Street Park.  If 
this got adopted the next step would be implementation.  There has to be a public hearing 
before we can do this. 
 
Attorney Donovan asked what the time frame to hold the hearing was. 
 
Kristen replied there is no rush, we just need to send to the County and the Greenway 
Council for their approval before adoption. 
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Mayor Rumbold asked if we need to hold the hearing before we do that because our next 
meeting is not until November 17th and the next meeting after that is December 1st. 
 
Manager Revella commented that he would suggest the Public Hearing should be held 
with a finalized plan.   
 
Kristen stated that anyone can call or email with feedback and we can meet again if you 
want to and then finalize the plan and set a hearing.  We have already extended the grant 
since 2012 so it’s up to the Board. 
 
Mayor Rumbold agreed and asked the Board to send ideas and comments and then have 
it on the agenda for the meeting on December 1st.  She thinks we need time to think about 
this before moving forward. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman stated that if you consider the document that we are having a 
hearing on, perhaps if we have a comment period and then we have a final document and 
then schedule the Public Hearing then.   
 
Attorney Donovan replied that comments would likely not be translated into a plan by 
December 1st. 
 
Kristen added that a draft change could be sent out.   
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if Mike Bliss had input on this. 
 
Manager Revella replied yes on page 9 the top picture is what we’ve all been discussing.  
A walking and fishing pier and some kind of board walk with that as well. 
 
Kristen added that anything is open for comment. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked to have this put on the agenda for 12/1 and the Board would like to 
get Mike’s input as well.  Have him come to the meeting as well. 
 
Resolution 28-15-16 – Budget Amendment 
Peter Sullivan, Treasurer, explained that this amends the resolution 28-14-15 which 
adopted the 2015-2016 budget to transfer funds as listed. 
 
Trustee Adams stated for the record that she feels this should have been to us sooner so 
that we could look it up and make a decision.  That’s a lot of money coming out of police 
retirement as we already made a budget amendment from that line a few months ago. 
 
Trustee Mishk made a motion to approve Resolution 28-15-16 – Budget Amendment.  
Seconded by Trustee Deputy Mayor Hoffman.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion Items  
Village Elections Polling Hours 
Clerk Bliss explained that over the years the polling hours for the Village local elections 
has been 6am-9pm.  Walden and Warwick are the only 2 polls open for those hours.  By 
law they are only required to be 12pm (noon) – 9pm.  The machines used for the elections 
require the election inspectors to start the machine at least an hour prior to start time which 
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means we have to get there by 5am.  Bottom line that is a 16 plus hour day for only $150 
per inspector.  I have provided the details in my memo for the past few elections on the 
number of voters who come to the polls between either 6-9am or 6-8am.  As you can see 
from the numbers provided they are not staggering figures overall of the number of total 
voters who come to the polls but even less impressive the number of people (excluding the 
inspectors and myself) who come to the polls between those hours.  Most of the people 
who come out that early are either seniors or in my opinion, having been at the polls the 
past 3 years personally, people that can and would likely come to the polls at a later time 
in the day.  A number of the people listed who come that early I personally saw periodically 
throughout the day or at the end of the evening just prior to the polls closing in addition to 
their early morning arrival.  Based on this evidence, I am respectfully requesting, not for 
the benefit of myself, but on behalf of the election inspectors, that the Board seriously 
consider changing the opening time to 8am rather than 6am.  That would still make it a 14 
plus hour day for them but would allow us to get there at 7am rather than 5am and the 
polls would still be open for 13 hours throughout the day. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman asked to have this put on the next agenda for action so that the 
Board has time to think about this request as we traditionally hear discussion items and 
wait to take action on them until the next meeting. 
 
Public Comment  
Rebecca McNally, 52 Oakland Avenue, noticed that the intersection of Scofield and Route 
208 that the no left turn sign is bent in half people unfamiliar with the area won’t be able to 
read it. 
 
Manager Revella replied that a truck coming out of lower road took a right and the back 
pulled it. 
   
Becky asked if it was our sign. 
 
Manager Revella replied that technically it belongs to NYSDOT but we can replace it. 
 
Becky continued by asking about Hepper Street as earlier in the week she saw that DPW 
dug 2 trenches, what was that for. 
 
Manager Revella replied it was to install curb drains as we thought water was getting 
under the roadway causing the issues there.  In 2014 we re-blacktopped the area and it 
began to disintegrate due to under the road water. 
 
Becky continued by asking about the people who are cutting though the Walden Mall 
parking lot to avoid the area, can they be ticketed. 
 
Manager Revella replied yes, if intent can be proved that they were trying to avoid it. 
 
Becky commented that the holes are disastrous there but not sure people are aware they 
could get a ticket there.  Because the holes are so large by the catch basin she hears cars 
hitting it.  Would the Village be liable if someone’s car got damaged by that? There is no 
warning or signage there at all. 
 
Manager Revella replied that someone moved the cone that was there. 
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Becky added that local people are using the parking lot but those that are not local people 
are likely going to hit it.  She goes there all the time, there was never a cone there. 
 
Anita Vandermark, 76 Highland Avenue, commented that there are a lot of political signs 
out is there anything governing the size of the signs.  Ms. Campbell’s sign was a bit much. 
 
Attorney Donovan replied that the Village has a regulation of general application that 
applies to all signs including political signs.   
 
Manager Revella stated that sign has been removed today in fact. 
 
Anita asked what the budget was for the fireworks.  
 
Manager Revella replied $5,000. 
 
Anita asked about the status of the Community Center Grant. 
 
Manager Revella replied that it was submitted but we are waiting to hear about awards for 
that still from the state.   
 
Anita asked how much time we have for the Pedestrian Bridge Grant. 
 
Manager Revella replied that we have to be at phase number 1 of the project by 
September 1, 2016.   
 
Anita thanked the Manager for addressing the rail trail sign. 
 
Manager Revella replied that we have a list of those that want to be in it. 
 
Anita added a big thanks for the pie eating entertainment at Harvest Fest. 
 
Lynn Yack, 96 Coldenham Road, stated she was walking on Coldenham Road by Route 
208 the sidewalk is really bad there, how do they get into the budget to be repaired.   
 
Manager Revella replied that the sidewalk is for the County to repair as that is a County 
road but it is not in good shape. 
 
Lynn continued that at the 1st house there the people park on the sidewalk there.   
 
Manager Revella replied that by the time an officer gets there they are gone.   
 
Lynn stated that the sidewalk in there is all dug up.  That is a County road but shoveling 
snow is the responsibility of the owner of the home, is the sidewalk their responsibility too. 
 
Manager Revella asked if she was talking about the second one that wasn’t replaced after 
the water dig. 
 
Lynn replied she was not sure.  She also added that from Route 208 up to town the 
shrubbery on the sidewalks by American Petroleum and the house there makes it difficult 
to walk on the sidewalk. 
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Manager Revella replied that the Code Enforcement Officer can site them for impeding the 
pedestrian traffic, we will let him know. 
  
Payment of the Audited Bills 
Trustee Adams made a motion to pay the audited bills.  Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Correspondence  
Mayor Rumbold reported everyone got a letter and a petition about safety concerns in the 
area of Bedesky Park on Pond Road. 
 
Miscellaneous Comments from the Board of Trustees 
Trustee Leonard commented that he enjoyed the Jets game trip despite the cold weather, 
it was simply great. 
 
Trustee Ramos agreed with Trustee Leonard, it was great and everyone had a blast. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman stated that we may not want to hear this, but snow is coming and 
earlier in the year we spoke about tracking expenses on each snow storm.  Are we ready 
for that? 
 
Manager Revella replied yes, the information should come with the department reports. 
 
Trustee Adams thanked all the departments of the Village that helped to pull off Harvest 
Fest, it was wonderful.  The Recreation guys were great and did double time helping all the 
vendors.  She got a complaint about the flag pole at the Scout Cabin saying it is crooked, 
she didn’t look herself. 
 
Manager Revella stated he would follow up with that. 
 
Trustee Mishk commented that the Jets game was great.  Harvest Fest was amazing and 
was great that despite the change of date were able to pull it off with great success. 
 
Mayor Rumbold commented that the Family Dance was a lot of fun at Wooster grove.  
Harvest Fest was wonderful and she echoes what a wonderful volunteer system we have 
in this Village however they are starting to dwindle and it would be nice to think of a way to 
encourage more young people to get involved and volunteer as it scares her to think when 
our current group can’t do it anymore what will happen to these events in the Village.  Any 
ideas please pass them on.  Harvest Fest got many comments and compliments.  Thanks 
to the Trustees for coming out.  We seem to be having issues with engines in cars and 
since we got these vehicles because of the state bid what is our recourse if we get lemons. 
 
Manager Revella replied that we have a lot under warrantee and a few getting work done 
right now. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked who chooses those vehicles and getting them for state bid. 
 
Manager Revella replied that the general services report does that as they do the bidding 
process for the state.  
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Mayor Rumbold added that when a vehicle is out of service you put more wear and tear on 
the other vehicles, is there any compensation? 
 
Manager Revella replied no. 
 
Attorney Donovan added that the bidding process has to do with the dollar amount to 
purchase not about the usability of a vehicle.   
 
Mayor Rumbold asked how long it will be out. 
 
Manager Revella replied he is not sure, it’s been there since Thursday had it towed at their 
expense.  Likely an engine lift is at fault, they should give us an answer by Thursday. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if that fell under the lemon law. 
 
Manager Revella stated it is under warrantee. 
 
Mayor Rumbold asked if he was confident it will get fixed. 
 
Manager Revella added this is a nationwide issue that Ford is trying to resolve with this. 
 
Executive Session 
Deputy Mayor Hoffman moved to go into executive session to discuss personnel history of 
a particular person and attorney client privilege.  Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  All Ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Reconvene  
Deputy Mayor Hoffman moved to reconvene the regular meeting.  Seconded by Trustee 
Adams. All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
Trustee Mishk moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Trustee Leonard. All ayes.  Meeting 
adjourned. 
. 
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Village of Walden Board of Trustees 
Regular Meeting 
October 20, 2015 

Motions & Resolutions 
 

Hearing – 14 Riverview Street  
Trustee Ramos made a motion to give the owner of 14 Riverview Street until 

Monday, October 26, 2015 by 3pm to remedy violations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 
and 16 on the property and if not remedied by such time to authorize the Building 
Department to remedy each violation and charge any fees associated with them to the 
property owner.  Seconded by Trustee Adams.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 

Deputy Mayor Hoffman made a motion to give the owner of 14 Riverview Street 
until Monday, November 17, 2015 by 3pm to remedy violations 13, 14, 15 and 17 on the 
property and if not remedied by such time to authorize the Building Department to remedy 
each violation and charge any fees associated with them to the property owner.  Seconded 
by Trustee Sebring.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 
Hearing – 19 Bank Street  

Trustee Adams made a motion to give the property owner of 19 Bank Street until 
Monday, October 26, 2015 by 3pm to clean up the debris on the property and if not taken 
care of by such date and time to authorize the Building Department to remove the debris 
and charge any fees associated with removal to the property owner.  Seconded by Trustee 
Sebring.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 

Trustee Adams made a motion to table the hearing for the porch roof violation at 19 
Bank Street pending a report from the Building Inspector.  Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  
All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Hearing – 47 Valley Avenue 

Trustee Ramos made a motion to give the property owner of 47 Valley Avenue until 
Monday, October 26, 2015 by 3pm to clean up the debris on the property and if not taken 
care of by such date and time to authorize the Building Department to remove the debris 
and charge any fees associated with removal to the property owner.  Seconded by Trustee 
Leonard.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Approval of the September 15, 2015 Minutes 

Trustee Adams made a motion to approve the September 15, 2015 minutes.  
Seconded by Trustee Ramos.  All ayes.  Minutes approved. 
 
Approval of the October 6, 2015 Minutes 

Trustee Adams made a motion to approve the October 6, 2015 minutes.  Seconded 
by Trustee Mishk.  All ayes.  Minutes approved. 
 
Hearing Request – 15 Edmunds Lane  

Trustee Adams made a motion to set a hearing for 15 Edmunds Lane for November 
17, 2015 at 6:30pm or as soon thereafter as could be heard.  Seconded by Trustee 
Leonard.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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Hearing Request – 18 Oak Street 
Trustee Leonard made a motion to set a hearing for 18 Oak Street for November 

17, 2015 at 6:30pm or as soon thereafter as could be heard.  Seconded by Trustee Mishk.  
All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Resolution 27-15-16 – Exempt Properties 

Trustee Mishk made a motion to approve Resolution 27-15-16 – Exempt Properties.  
Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Christmas in the Square Request – 12/3/15 5-7pm 

Trustee Ramos made a motion to approve Christmas in the Square Request – 
December 3, 2015 closing the square from 5-8pm.  Seconded by Trustee Adams.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
New Year’s Even Fireworks Contract – 12/31/15 7pm 

Trustee Sebring made a motion to authorize the Village Manager to sign the New 
Year’s Eve Fireworks Contract for December 31, 2015 at 7pm.  Seconded by Trustee 
Ramos.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Award Bid-Sewer Alarms 

Trustee Sebring made a motion to award the bid for the Sewer Alarms to R & R 
Pump and control Services, LLC in the amount of $26,720.00.  Seconded by Trustee 
Adams.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Resolution 28-15-16 – Budget Amendment 

Trustee Mishk made a motion to approve Resolution 28-15-16 – Budget 
Amendment.  Seconded by Trustee Deputy Mayor Hoffman.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Payment of the Audited Bills 

Trustee Adams made a motion to pay the audited bills.  Seconded by Trustee 
Sebring.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Executive Session 

Deputy Mayor Hoffman moved to go into executive session to discuss personnel 
history of a particular person and attorney client privilege.  Seconded by Trustee Sebring.  
All Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Reconvene  

Deputy Mayor Hoffman moved to reconvene the regular meeting.  Seconded by 
Trustee Adams. All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 

Trustee Mishk moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Trustee Leonard. All ayes.  Meeting 
adjourned. 
 


